






ÅManydog owners chooseCanineGood Citizen trainingas the first step in training their dogs. The

CanineGood CitizenProgram.The CGC programstartedin 1989, this programis designedto reward

dogswho havegoodmannersat homeandin the community.

ÅThe CGC Programlaysthe foundationfor other AKC activitiessuchasobedience,agility,tracking,and

performanceevents. As you work with your dog to teach the CGC skills,youõlldiscoverthe many

benefitsandjoysof trainingyour dog.Trainingwill enhancethe bondbetweenyou andyour dog.Dogs

who havea solid obedienceeducationare a joy to live with-they respondwell to householdroutines,

havegoodmannersin the presenceof peopleandother dogs,andthey fully enjoythe companyof the

owner who took the time to provide training,intellectual stimulation,and a high quality life. We

sincerelyhopethat CGC will be only a beginningfor you andyour dogandthat after passingthe CGC

test,youõllcontinuetrainingin obedience,agility,tracking,nosework,barnhunt or other events.

ÅAKCõsCanineGood Citizen (CGC) Programis one of the most rapidly growing programsin the

AmericanKennelClub. There are manyexcitingapplicationsof this wonderful,entry level that go far

beyondthe 10-stepCGC test.



ÅThe purposeof the CGC Programis to ensurethat our favoritecompanion,the dog,canbe a respected

memberof the communitybecauseit hasbeentrained to be well behavedin the home,in publicplaces

andin the presenceof other dogs. TheCGC Programwelcomesboth purebredandmixedbreeddogs.

ÅThe CGC test in noncompetitiveanddogsarenot requiredto perform with the sameprecisionrequired

to do formal obedience. Dogs that passall 10 items of the CGC test, includingpurebredsand mixed

breeds,are list in the CGC recordsat the AmericanKennelClub. Owners of dogsthat passall 10 items

of the CGC test mayorder on officialCGC certificatefrom theAmericanKennelClub.

ÅTheCGC Programis a two part programthat is designedto:

1)To teachresponsibledogownershipto ownersandbasicgoodmannersfor dogs.

2) Certify dogsthat havethe trainingandbehaviorsneedto be reliable,well-behavedmemberof their

familiesandcommunities.

ÅAll dogsmust be old enoughto havereceivednecessaryimmunizationsandrabiesvaccinesto take the

10 stepCGC test.



ÅThis test demonstratesthat the dog will allow a friendly stranger

to approachit and speakto the handler in a natural,everyday

situation.

ÅThe evaluatorwalks up to the dog and handler and greets the

handler in a friendly manner,ignoringthe dog. The evaluatorand

handler shakehandsand exchangepleasantries. (e.g., òHello,itõs

goodto seeyouagain,óastheyshakehands).

ÅThe dog must show no signof resentmentor shyness,and must

not break position or try to go to the evaluator. In this test, the

Evaluatordoesnot interactwith the dog.

ÅRememberyou can talk to your dog during the test. Reinforcing sit,

stay, watch me, and lets go! Speak to your dog in a cheerful and

positive tone.



Your dog needsto be shownhow to behavewhen you meet friendson the street or welcomethem into

your home. Arrangenumeroussocialencountersby inviting friends to your home or by takingwalks in

your neighborhood.Keepyour leashhandywhenyou are homeso you canput it on your dog. One of the

easiestwaysto teachyour dog to meet a new personis to beginwith the dog on a leash. Havethe dog

seatedat your side. Ask the personto approachandpet the dog. If your dog is excitablein the beginning,

the personcanapproach,lightlytouch the dogandbackup. Praisethe dogfor stayingin the sit position. If

you chooseto usefood duringtraining,beginwith the dog seatedat your side. As the personapproaches,

reward the dog with a smallbit of food for stayingin the sit position. For a problem dog,you canhavea

helper approachto pet the dog. If the dog jumpsup,the helper cansay,"Sit,"andreward the dog with a

smallpieceof food only whenthe dogis sitting.



Å This test demonstratesthat the dogwill allow a friendly

strangerto touch it while it is out with its handler.

Å With the dog sitting at the handler'sside(either sideis

permissible)to begin the exercise,the evaluator pets

the dogon the headandbodyonly.

Å The handlermaytalk to his or her dog throughout the

exercise.Thedogmaystandin placeoncepettingbegins.

Thedogmustnot showshynessor resentment.



ÅIn public,strangerswill want to meet your buddingCanineGood Citizen. You havealreadyaccomplisheda

largepart of this exerciseby teachingyour dogto reactcalmlyto visitorsin your home.

ÅStartby havingyour dogremainsittingwhile you andfamilymembersapproachandpet it.Praisethe dogasit

sits anddon't allow anyoneto pet the dogwhile it is jumping. If your dog is excitable,you mayhaveto direct

your helperto approach,start with merelytouchingthe dogandbackup.The lengthof time of the pettingcan

be very graduallyincreasedover time. As soon asyour dog understandsthat it must remainunder control

while beingpetted by those it knows,you canallow strangersto do the same. Rememberthat manypeople,

especiallychildren,do not know how to approachan animaland they mayneedsomeguidance,particularly

before your dog is well trainedandreliable. If you havechosento usefood rewardsin training,you canhave

your helperapproachto pet the dog. The helpercanremind the dog to sit andgivea treat ONLY when the

dogis sitting. You canchooseto givethe dogthe food yourselfwhenit sitsfor pettingby anotherperson.

ÅWith the dog sitting at the handlerõsside, (either side is permissible)to begin the test, the Evaluator

approachesandasks,òMayI pet yourdog?óTheEvaluatorthenpetsthe dogon the headandbody.Thehandler

maytalk to hisor her dogthroughout the exercise. After pettingthe dog,the Evaluatormaycircle the dog,or

simplybackawayto beginthe next test.



ÅThis practical test demonstratesthat the dog will welcome

beinggroomed and examinedand will permit someone,such

asa veterinarian,groomeror friendof the owner,to do so.

ÅIt also demonstratesthe owner's care,concern and senseof

responsibility. The evaluatorinspectsthe dogto determineif it

is cleanand groomed. The dog must appearto be in healthy

condition (i.e., proper weight, clean,healthy and alert). The

handlershouldsupplythe comb or brush commonlyusedon

the dog.

ÅThe evaluatorthen softly combsor brushesthe dog,and in a

natural manner,lightly examinesthe ears and gentlypicks up

each front foot. It is not necessaryfor the dog to hold a

specificposition during the examination,and the handlermay

talk to the dog,praiseit and giveencouragementthroughout

this exam.



ÅThe type of groomingtool dependson the dogs coat. Brushingand groomingshould be an enjoyableexperience,

therefore gentlecombingandbrushingare a naturalextensionof pettingandstroking. Your dogshouldreceivegradual,

positiveconditioningwith a calmvoiceandverbalpraisewhile the dogis beinggroomedandexamined. If your dogfears

this type of handlingor becomesuncertainwhen its ears or feet are touched,spendtime allowingit to associate

groomingandhumantouch with a happyexperience(suchasvocalpraiseor treats) when it givesthe slightestpositive

response.

ÅPleasantdailyhandlingandgroomingwill helpyou recognizephysicalproblemsearlyon,andyour it is not necessaryfor

the dog to hold a specific position during the examinationand you may talk to the dog, praise it and give

encouragementthroughout.

ÅSomedogswill wiggleor squirmwhen they are excited. Somesquirmingis acceptable,however,this shouldnot be so

excessivethat the dogcannotbe brushed. Thedogshouldnot struggle(pull awaywith intensity)to avoidthe brushing.

ÅThe Evaluatormaygivespecificinstructionsfor handlingthe dog in a mannerthat ensuressafety. For example,when

the feet are to be handled,the Evaluatormayrequest that the eachleg be lifted. The Evaluatormayrequest that the

dogsheadis steadyfor checkingthe ears.

ÅAny dogrequiringrestrainingso it canbe examinedshouldnot passthe test. The key questionfor this test is,òCoulda

veterinarianor groomereasilyexaminemydogó. It couldvery well saveyour dogslife.



WALKING ON A LOOSE LEASH ðOUT FOR A WALK

ÅThistest demonstratesthat the handleris in control of the dog.

ÅThe dog may be on either side of the handler,whichever the

handlerprefers.

ÅThere must be a left turn, a right turn andan about turn, with at

leastonestop in betweenandat the end.

ÅThe dogneednot be perfectlyalignedwith the handlerandneed

not sit whenthe handlerstops.

Pleasenote:

The left -sideposition is required in all

AKC competitive obedienceevents.



ÅYou cantrain for this exerciseby allowingyour dog slackin the leashasyou beginto move. If your

dogbeginsto pull,stop andstandstill until the dogstopspulling,then proceed. Don't moveforward

aslongasthe dog is pulling. Rememberto praisethe dogwhen it is not pulling. You canalsoteach

this exerciseby showingyour dog a treat or toy to encourageit to movewith you asyou beginto

walk. With treat in hand,walkwith your treat at your sidehip levelso that the dogsmellsit.

ÅIf you have chosen to use food rewards,you can hold the food as you walk with your dog.

Periodicallygivethe doga smallbit of food andlavishpraisefor watchingandwalkingalongwith you

nicely.

ÅAnticipationof food or playmotivatesthe dogto stayin the proper place.Rememberto praiseyour

dog with this methodalso. With consistencyandplentyof praiseandattention,your dog will learn

to movehappilyin the desiredpositionandtoys andtreatscanbeeliminated.

ÅThe handlermay talk to the dog and encourageor praisethe dog throughout the test. The dog

shouldnot bestrainingat the leashor showshynessby walkingbehindthe owner/handler.



The dog'spositionshouldleaveno doubt that the dog is attentiveto the handlerandis respondingto the

handler'smovementsandchangesof direction.Thedogneednot be perfectlyalignedwith the handlerand

need not sit when the handler stops. The evaluatormay use a pre-plotted course or may direct the

handler/dogteam by issuinginstructionsor commands. In either case,there must be a left turn, right

turn, and an about turn, with at least one stop in between and one at the end. The handlermaytalk

to the dogalongthe wayto praiseor commandit in a normal tone of voice. The handlermayalsosit the

dog at the halt,if desired. In order to seeyour movementsandrespondto them,your dog'sheadneeds

to be fairly close to your side. Manyuntraineddogswill tend to pull ahead,makinga simplewalk an

unpleasanttask.Your dogcanlearnto moveon a looseleash,andassoonasit does,you will find that you

are takingit everywherewith you becauseyour caninecompanionis rewardingto bewith.



ÅThis test demonstratesthat the dog can move about

politely in pedestriantraffic and is under control in public

places.

ÅThe dog and handler walk around and pass close to

severalpeople (at least three). The dog may show some

interest in the strangersbut shouldcontinueto walk with

the handler,without evidenceof over-exuberance,shyness

or resentment. The dog should not be trying to hide

behindthe handler.

ÅThe handlermaytalk to the dog andencourageor praise

the dog throughout the test. The dog shouldnot jump on

peoplein the crowd or strainon the leash.

ÅRememberthat you will haveto fadeout the food rewards

andtoys beforetakingthe CGCTest.



Becauseyou havealreadypracticedwalkingwith a leashin your neighborhood,your dog is probably

usedto encounteringpeople. If, however,there is no one around,go to a publicplaceor to a public

park.With anexcitabledog,try to work up to closeencountersgraduallyuntil your dogis comfortable

andcontrollable. For example,choosea quiet weekdayeveningfor a walk before you choosea busy

weekend. If your dog tries to go to andjump on a passer-by,you cangivea quick tug on the collar as

you givethe command"heel" or somesimilarcommandthat means,"let's walk." Praisethe dog for

payingattention to you. Start this exerciseby walkingyour dogwith peopleat a distanceandgradually

movethe dogcloser to the people. If you havechosento usefood rewards,you canhold the food as

you walk with your dog. Periodicallygivethe doga smallbit of food andlavishpraisefor watchingyou

andwalkingalongnicely.



Thistest simulatessettingssuchasbusysidewalksor walkingthroughacrowd at apubliceventor dogshow.

ÅSomeof the membersof the crowd maybe standingstill; however,somecrowd membersshouldbe moving

aroundquietlyconversingnot engagingwith the dog.

ÅIn this test,the dogmayshowsomeinterest in the strangersbut shouldcontinueto walk with the handler,

without evidenceof over exuberance,shynessor resentment.

ÅThe dogmayshowmild interest in membersof the crowd. The dogmaysniffa personin the crowd briefly

but mustmoveon promptly.

ÅThedogmaynot jumpon peoplein the crowd or attemptto go to them.

ÅThedogshouldnot be trying to hidebehindthe handler.

ÅThedogshouldnot bestrainingat the leash.

If the CGC is beinggivenfor therapydog certification(which is not an AKC activity),most nationaltherapydog groups

require that at leastone person in the crowd usesomehealth-care equipmentsuchaswalkers,canes,wheelchairs,etc.

There maybe one dog in the crowd, but the dog must be on leash,well mannered,andnot attempt to initiate contact

with dogsthat arebeingtested.



SIT AND DOWN ON COMMAND /STAY IN PLACE

ÅThistest demonstratesthat the doghastrainingandwill respondto thehandlerõs

commandsto sit and down, and will remain in the place commandedby the

handler. The dog needsto 1) sit on command 2) down on command 3)

then, stay in a sit or down .

ÅFor the Stayin Placetest, the handlermaychooseto leavethe dog in a sit or

down position.The test maylook like this:

ÅShowme your dog can sit on command. Great!

ÅNow show me your dog will go down on command. Great!

ÅNow itõstime for the stay and you may choosethe position, sit or down,

Åleave your dog and walk out to the end of this line.

ÅPrior to this test,thedogõsleashis removedandreplacedwith a 20-ft. line (or a

15-ft. line attachedto thedogõsleash).The handlermaytakea reasonableamount

of time and usemore than one commandto makethe dog sit and then down.

The Evaluator must determine if the dog has responded to the handlerõs

commands. The handlermay not use excessiveforce to put the dog into either

position,but maytouch the dogto offer gentleguidance.



ÅWith your dogat your side,commandit to sit or down. Once it is in position,you are readyto givea

òstayócommand.

ÅLower your hand,palmtoward thedogõsface,asa signalto stayasyou saythe word,òstayó.Thenpivot

so you are standingdirectly in front of the dog. (almost toe to toe) Remainthere for only a few

seconds,then return to the dog'ssideandpraisethe dog. If the dog breaksthe stayput the dog in

placeand givethe reminder to òstayó. If you are usingfood rewards, givethe treat assoon asyou

return to positionby the dogsside.

ÅAs soon asyour dog is reliableon this short staywith you closeto the dog,start addingtime to the

stay,andthen bring in somedistractions. When your dog is steadyfor a minuteof so,you canbegin

movinga little further awayin eachtrainingsession.

ÅKeep your dog on a leashuntil it is absolutelyreliableand can be walkedaround on leashwithout

gettingup. In the beginningkeeptime to a minimum(30 seconds)andthen lengthenthe time asyour

dogbecomesmore confident. Lotsof calmpraisesfor stayingin place.



COMING WHEN CALLED

ÅThis test demonstratesthat the dog will comewhen calledby the handler.

With the dogstill on the 20-ft. line from test item #6.

ÅThe handler will walk 10 feet from the dog, turn to face the dog, and will 

call the dog. The handler may use body language and encouragement when 

calling the dog. The handler can bend down to call the dog, pat his or her 

legs, and make encouraging sounds

ÅHandlers may tell the dog to òstayóor òwaitó(or another similar

command)or they may simplywalk away. The dog may be left in the sit,

down, or standingposition. If a dog attempts to follow the handler,the

Evaluatormay distract the dog (e.g., petting) until the handler is 10 feet

away. Thisexercisedoesnot testòstayó; this exercisetestswhether or not

the dogwill comewhencalled.

ÅThe test is completewhen the dog comesto the handlerandthe handler

attachesthedogõsown leash.

ÅÅDogswho attempt to follow the handlermaypassthe test.The Evaluator

shoulddistractthe dog.The test beginswhenthe handlercallsthe dog.



ÅThis test item will only be successfulwhen you havea securesit/down stay. Refreshtrainingtip for

TESTITEM#6.

ÅTo beginteachingyour dogto come,put on yourdogõsleash.

ÅThedogis left for the stayin a sit or down. Insurethat the dogis in a staybeforeleavingthe dogsside

reaffirm with a òstay.ó Walk away from your dog with confidence,donõtstop or look over your

shoulder and go out 6 feet, turn and stand and in front of your dog and call your dogõsname

enthusiastically.

ÅYou maycallmore then once,(two or three attempts)but if many,repeatedpromptsare required,the

dogshouldnot pass.

ÅOnce your dogcomesto you whencalledtake the dogsleashandgivethe dogplentyof praise,pats,

hugsor a food reward.

ÅDuring trainingif your dogbreaksit stayasyou leave,shortenup the time andthe lengthof distance

betweenyou andyour dog. Build up the time asthe dog getsmore confident Separationanxietyis

often why a dogbreaksits down. Confidenceasyourdogõsowner playsa keyroll in your training.



ÅThis test demonstratesthat the dog can behavepolitely around other dogs. Two

handlersand their dogsapproacheachother from a distanceof about 15 feet, stop,

shakehandsandexchangepleasantries,andcontinueon.

ÅThe dog shouldshow no more than a casualinterest in the distractiondog. If the dog

attemptsto go to or jumpon the distractiondog,it shouldnot passthe test.

ÅThe dogmaymoveslightlytoward the other dog/handler,then stop. The dogmuststay

backfrom the other dog/handler.

ÅThe dog can stretch its neck and sniff without moving forward to the other

dog/handler.

ÅWhen the handlersstop to shakehands,the dog does not haveto sit. It can remain

standingbesidethe handler. If the dogremainsstanding,it shouldnot crossover in front

of the handlerto go to the other dog. The conversationbetweenthe handlerscanbe

brief,òHi,goodto seeyou again.Giveme a callsometime.ó

Å As the handler leaves,if the dog turns around and beginspullingas if to follow the

other dog/handler,the dogshouldnot passthe test.

Å If the distraction dog causesa disruption,the dog can be tested againwith a more

appropriate distraction dog. The distraction dog should have been observed or

evaluatedbeforethe test to ensurethat it is reliable.



ÅTo begin,every time you seea dog andhandlerwalking, stop andreinforce aòstayócommandin either a sit or down

positionastheypassby.

ÅPraiseyour dog for stayingin position,ògoodstayó. Eventually,your dogwill be ableto movearoundandmovetoward

the other dogandremainundercontrol.

ÅIf are trainingwith food you cangiveyour doga treat for payingattentionto you,ògoodwatchmeóandògoodstay.ó

ÅLengthenthe time for your staysandwatchme. The time shouldbe aboutaslongaspleasantriesare exchangedby the

handlers.

ÅPracticethis exerciseuntil you dog reactsreliablyto canineencounters. It shouldshow no more than mild interest in

the approachingdogandhandlerso you canstop,shakehandsandgoyour own way.

ÅThe test demonstratesthat the dogcanbehavepolitely aroundother dogs. Two handlersandtheir dogsapproacheach

other from a distanceof about15 feet,stop,shakehandsandexchangepleasantries,andcontinueon.When the handlers

stop to shakehands,the dogdoesnot haveto sit. It canremainstandingbesidethe handler. If the dogremainsstanding,

it shouldnot crossover in front of the handlerto go to the other dog.

ÅTheconversationbetweenthe handlerscanbe brief,òHi,goodto seeyou again.Givemea callsometime.ó

ÅLeavethe exchangewith a step forward and aòletõsgoóand continue to walk. Within reasonabledistancestop and

praisethe dogwith verbalpraiseor play.



ÅThis test demonstratesthat the dog is confidentat all times

when faced with common distracting situations. The

evaluatorwill selectandpresenttwo distractions.

Å Examplesof distractionsincludedroppinga chair,rolling a

crate dolly past the dog,havinga joggerrun in front of the

dog,or droppinga crutch or cane.

ÅThe dog may expressnatural interest and curiosity and/or

mayappearslightlystartled but shouldnot panic,try to run

away,showaggressiveness,or bark.

ÅThe handlermaytalk to the dog andencourageor praiseit

throughoutthe exercise.

DISTRACTIONS



ÅDistractions should be very slight at the beginningof training and graduallyincreasein degree of

challenge. As with trainingmotivators,the natureof distractionsshoulddependon the individualdog.

ÅBuild distractionresistanceone factor at a time in the early trainingstages; asyour dog getsbetter at

ignoringtemptation,he'll be readyfor multivariabledistractions.

ÅIf your dogshowsfearof unusualobject,soundsor movementsyou shouldhelp it by brieflyexposingit

to thesesthingsin an nonthreateningenvironment,preferablyat a comfortabledistance. Praise,treats,

toys and playful interaction may eventuallyhelp the dog associatewhat was once frighteningwith

positiveexperience.

ÅSoundsensitivedogsmaycausethe dog to panic; but a heavybook dropped6 feet infront of the same

dog may not even be noticed. Graduallymovingthe book closer,to the side of the dog and finally,

behindits backwill desensitizethe dogin a positiveway.

ÅIf your dog showsaggressionbehaviorssuchas lungingat distractionsand trying to bite it, the same

techniquesmay be applied by exposingthe dog gradually,and distancethe things that triggers it

aggression. If your dogis aggressive,you shouldbe workingwith anexperiencedinstructor.



This test demonstratesthat a dogcanbe left with a trusted

person, if necessary,and will maintain training and good

manners.

Evaluatorsare encouragedto say somethinglike, "Would

you like me to watch your dog?"andthen take hold of the

dog'sleash.Theowner will goout of sightfor three minutes.

The dog does not haveto stay in position but shouldnot

continually bark, whine, or pace unnecessarily,or show

anythingstrongerthanmild agitationor nervousness.

Evaluatorsmay talk to the dog but should not engagein

excessivetalking, petting, or managementattempts (e.g.,

"there,there,it's alright").

SUPERVISED SEPARATION



ÅTo prepareyour dogby goingout of sightfor a few secondsasyou practicedistanceon youròstayó

command. You cango into anotherroom, walk behinda tree or aroundthe corner of a building. If

youdonõthavea helper,usea light 15 foot line andhold onto it, you will know if your dog moves,

evenif youcanõtseeit. If your dogbreaksthe stay, go backandrepositionthe dogby saying,òstay.ó

Donõtgo too far awayor too fastor your dogwill not be successful.

ÅThe easiestwayto train this exerciseis to havea helpwho holdsthedogõsleashwile you go out of

sight. You will graduallylengthenthe time you leavethe dog. Before long,you dog will learn to be

brieflyseparatedfrom you andto staywith apersonyour dogtrusts.

ÅWhen returning to your dog,approachthe dog in a calmmannerand speakto the dog in a calm

voice with a òGoodstay.óOver excitement as you return to your dog will reinforce separation

anxiety.

ÅTrain in 15 minuteintervalsthroughoutthe daywith lots of praise,treatsandpatience.



I understandthat to truly be a CanineGoodCitizen,my dog needsa responsibleowner. I agreeto maintainmyŘƻƎΩǎhealth, safety,
andqualityof life. Byparticipatingin the CanineGoodCitizentest, I agreethat:

I will be responsiblefor myŘƻƎΩǎhealth needs. Theseinclude:

ωroutine veterinarycareincludingcheck-upsandvaccines

ωadequatenutrition throughproperdiet; cleanwater at all times

ωdailyexerciseandregularbathingandgrooming

I will be responsiblefor myŘƻƎΩǎsafety.

ωI will properlycontrol my dogby providingfencingwhereappropriate,not letting my dogrun loose,andusinga leashin public.

ωI will ensurethat my doghassomeform of identification(whichmayincludecollartags,tattoos,or microchipID).

I will not allow my dogto infringe on the rights of others.

ωI will not allowmy dogto run loosein the neighborhood.

ωI will not allowmy dogto be a nuisanceto othersby barkingwhile in the yard,in a hotel room, etc.

ωI will pickup andproperlydisposeof myŘƻƎΩǎwastein all publicareassuchason the groundsof hotels,on sidewalks,parks,etc.

ωI will pickup andproperlydisposeof myŘƻƎΩǎwastein wildernessareas,on hikingtrails,campgroundsandin off-leashparks.

I will be responsiblefor myŘƻƎΩǎquality of life.

ωI understandthat basictrainingisbeneficialto all dogs.

ωI will givemy dogattention andplaytime.

ωI understandthat owninga dogisa commitmentin time andcaring.

hǿƴŜǊΩǎSignature________________________________________________________Date_____________________________



ÅGet involvedwith your localAKC Club.Not only do they offer invaluableresourcesandtrainingclasses,youõllmeet

new peoplewith similarinterestswho aremore thanwilingto sharetheir knowledgeandlenda hand.

ÅFind the Right Sport

ÅThere are manycaninesports to choosefrom,andmanypeopleparticipatein more thanone. But whenyouõrejust

startingout, it canbe hard to decidewhich one to try first. Start by assessingyour dogõsappearance,healthand

temperament:

ÅThinkyour dogis quite a looker anda perfectexampleof hisbreed?Try showingyour dogin Conformation.

ÅIshe highlyenergetic?Doeshe enjoyrunningandrespondingto instruction?If so,Agility couldbe a greatfit.

ÅHasyour dogmasteredbasiccommandssuchassit,stayandheelandseemseagerto learnmore?Try Obedience.

ÅDoesyour doglike doingobediencework in a low stressenvironment?Haveyou nevercompetedbefore?

Rallyis a greatplaceto start.

ÅDoesyour doghaveaninstinctto chase?Ishe speedy?Try trainingfor the CoursingAbilityTest.

ÅWill your dogfollow a scentno matter where it maylead?Doeshe work well independently?Try Tracking

https://webapps.akc.org/club-search/#/
http://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/
http://www.akc.org/sports/agility/
http://www.akc.org/sports/obedience/
http://www.akc.org/sports/rally/
http://www.akc.org/sports/coursing/coursing-ability-test/
http://www.akc.org/events/tracking/


ÅIsyour doga scentsleuth?Canhe find his food or toys by smellalone?Try AKC ScentWork .

ÅThinkyour doghasa naturalinstinctfor herdinglivestock?Yes,there is a sport for that too:Herding

ÅDo you havea smallTerrier or Dachshund?Havethe verminin your yardmet their match?Earthdogtestsmight

be for you.

ÅIs your dog a sighthound?(AfghanHounds,Basenjis,Borzois,Greyhounds,IbizanHounds,Irish Wolfhounds,

ItalianGreyhounds,PharaohHounds,RhodesianRidgebacks,Salukis,ScottishDeerhounds,andWhippets)?Does

he turn into an Energizerbunnywhen somethingsmallmovesfast on the ground?Lure Coursingmaybe his

speed.

ÅIsyour doga PointingBreed,Spaniel,Retrieveror Hound?Explorethe rich tradition of FieldEvents.

ÅIf you havea Coonhound,you probablyknow it. Does he run whenevergiventhe chance?Is he an explorer?

Doeshe havehighburstsof energy,andthen crashes?Finda Coonhoundeventnearyou.

http://www.akc.org/sports/akc-scent-work/
http://www.akc.org/events/herding/
http://www.akc.org/sports/earthdog/
http://www.akc.org/sports/coursing/lure-coursing/
http://www.akc.org/sports/beginners-guide-performance-sports/
http://www.akc.org/sports/coonhound/


ÅGenerallyspeaking,to compete in an AKC sport or event,your dog must havean AKC number via one of the

following:

ÅAKC RegistrationNumberðThisnumberis providedto a dogowner viaa registrationcertificatereceivedfrom the

previousowner,or viaa puppyregistrationpapergivento the newowner by the breeder.

ÅPurebredAlternativeListing(PAL)ðIf a dog is purebredbut an AKC RegistrationNumber is not possible,owners

canapplyfor PALnumber

ÅAKC CaninePartnersNumberðThisnumberis givento either mixedbreeddogsor a purebred.

ÅFoundationStock Service®(FSS)Number ðThis number is used for breeds whose status is currently in the

foundationalstageof beingrecordedinto our registryandrequiresa copyof thedogõspedigree.

ÅIn addition:

ÅThe dogmustbe physicallysoundandup-to-dateon all inoculationsandhealthcheck-ups.

ÅSpayedfemalesandneuteredmalesare eligibleto participate(exceptin Conformation).

ÅFemalesmaynot be allowedto participatewhile in season,dependingon the sport.

ÅHowever,eachsport has its own rules and regulations, so be sure to familiarizeyourself before beginninga new

world of fun andcompanionshipwith your dog.

http://www.akc.org/register/
http://www.akc.org/register/purebred-alternative-listing/
http://www.akc.org/dog-owners/canine-partners/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/foundation-stock-service/
http://www.akc.org/rules/





