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WELCOME
TO THE CANINE GOOD CITIZEN (CGC) PROGRAM

A Many dog owners choose CanineGood Citizen training as the first step in trainingtheir dogs The
CanineGood Citizen ProgramThe CGC programstartedin 1989 this programis designedo reward
dogswho havegood mannersat homeandin the community

A The CGC Programlaysthe foundationfor other AKC activitiessuchasobedienceagilitytrackingand
performanceevents As you work with your dog to teachthe CGC skills,y o udstoverthe many
benefitsandjoys of trainingyour dog Trainingwill enhancdahe bond betweenyou andyour dog Dogs
who havea solid obedienceeducationare a joy to live with-they respondwell to householdroutines,
havegood mannersn the presenceof peopleandother dogsandthey fully enjoythe companyof the
owner who took the time to provide training,intellectual stimulation,and a high quality life. We
sincerelynopethat CGC will be only a beginnindor you andyour dogandthat after passinghe CGC
test,y o ucontinuetrainingin obedienceagilityfrackingnhosework, barnhuntor other events

A A K C Eanine Good Citizen (CGC) Programis one of the most rapidly growing programsin the
AmericanKennelClub. There are manyexcitingapplicationsf this wonderful,entry levelthat go far
beyondthe 10-stepCGC test.




PURPOSE OF THE CGC PROGRAM

A The purposeof the CGC Programis to ensurethat our favorite companionthe dog,canbe arespected
memberof the communitybecausat hasbeentrainedto be well behavedn the home,in publicplaces
andin the presenceof other dogs The CGC Programwelcomesboth purebredandmixedbreeddogs

A The CGC test in noncompetitiveanddogsare not requiredto perform with the sameprecisionrequired
to do formal obedience Dogs that passall 10 items of the CGC test, includingpurebredsand mixed
breedsarelist in the CGC records at the AmericanKennelClub. Owners of dogsthat passall 10 items
of the CGC test mayorder on official CGC certificatefrom the AmericanKennelClub.

A The CGC Programis atwo part programthat is designedo:
1) To teachresponsibledogownershipto ownersandbasicgood mannerdor dogs

2) Certify dogsthat havethe trainingandbehaviorsneedto be reliable well-behavednemberof their
familiesandcommunities

A All dogsmust be old enoughto havereceivednecessarymmunizationsand rabiesvaccinedo take the
10 stepCGC test.




TEST ITEM #1
ACCEPTING A FRIENDLY STRANGER

A This test demonstratesthat the dog will allow a friendly stranger
to approachit and speakto the handlerin a natural,everyday
situation

A The evaluatorwalks up to the dog and handler and greets the
handlerin a friendly manner,ignoringthe dog The evaluatorand
handler shake handsand exchangepleasantries(e.g, 0 He li It /@ S
goodto seeyoua g a astimeyshakehands)

A The dog must show no signof resentmentor shynessand must
not break position or try to go to the evaluatorin this test, the
Evaluatordoesnot interactwith the dog

A Rememberyou can talk to your dog during the test. Reinforcing sit,
stay, watch me, and lets go! Speakto your dog in a cheerful and
positive tone.




Your dog needsto be shownhow to behavewhen you meet friendson the street or welcomethem into

your home Arrange numeroussocialencountersby inviting friendsto your home or by takingwalksin
your neighborhoodKeepyour leashhandywhenyou are home so you canput it on your dog One of the
easiestwaysto teachyour dogto meet a new personis to beginwith the dog on a leashHavethe dog
seatedat your side Ask the personto approachandpet the dog If your dogis excitablein the beginning
the personcanapproachlightlytouch the dogandbackup. Praisethe dogfor stayingn the sit position |If
you chooseto usefood duringtraining,beginwith the dog seatedat your side As the personapproaches
reward the dog with a smallbit of food for stayingin the sit position For a problem dog,you canhavea
helperapproachto pet the dog If the dogjumpsup,the helpercansay,'Sit," andreward the dog with a

smallpieceof food only whenthe dogis sitting




TEST ITEM #2
SITTING POLITELY FOR PETTING

A Thistest demonstrateghat the dogwill allow a friendly VIL LY

strangerto touchit whileit is out with its handler

A With the dogsitting at the handler'sside (either sideis

permissible)to beginthe exercise,the evaluatorpets

the dogon the headandbody only.

The handlermaytalk to his or her dogthroughoutthe
exercise The dogmaystandin placeoncepettingbegins

The dogmustnot showshynes®r resentment




TRAINING TIP:
SITTING POLITELY FOR PETTING

A In public,strangerswill want to meet your buddingCanineGood Citizen You havealreadyaccomplishec
largepart of this exerciseby teachingyour dogto reactcalmlyto visitorsin your home

A Startby havingyour dog remainsittingwhile you andfamilymembersapproachandpet it. Praisethe dog asit

sitsanddon't allow anyoneto pet the dogwhile it is jumpinglf your dog is excitable you mayhaveto direct

your helperto approachstart with merelytouchingthe dogandbackup. The lengthof time of the pettingcan
be very graduallyincreasedover time. As soon asyour dog understandghat it must remainunder control

while beingpetted by those it knows,you canallow strangersto do the same Rememberthat manypeople,
especiallychildren,do not know how to approachan animalandthey may need some guidanceparticularly
before your dog is well trained andreliable If you havechosento usefood rewardsin training,you canhave
your helperapproachto pet the dog The helpercanremindthe dogto sit andgiveatreat ONLY whenthe

dogis sitting You canchooseto givethe dogthe food yourselfwhenit sitsfor pettingby anotherperson

A With the dog sitting at the h a n d kiger(dtiser side is permissible)to begin the test, the Evaluator
approachesndasksp Md petyourd o gTheEvaluatotthen petsthe dogon the headandbody The handler
maytalk to hisor her dogthroughoutthe exercise After pettingthe dog,the Evaluatormaycircle the dog,or

simplybackawayto beginthe next test.




TEST ITEM #3
APPEARANCE AND GROOMING

A This practical test demonstratesthat the dog will welcome
beinggroomed and examinedand will permit someone such
asaveterinariangroomeror friend of the owner,to do so.

A1t also demonstratesthe owner's care,concern and senseof
responsibilityThe evaluatorinspectsthe dogto determineif it
IS cleanand groomed The dog must appearto be in healthy
condition (i.e., proper weight, clean,healthy and alert). The
handlershouldsupplythe comb or brush commonlyusedon
the dog

A The evaluatorthen softly combsor brushesthe dog,andin a
natural manner,lightly examinesthe ears and gently picks up
each front foot. It is not necessaryfor the dog to hold a
specificposition during the examinationand the handlermay
talk to the dog,praiseit and give encouragementhroughout
this exam




) TRAINING TIP:
APPEARANCE AND GROOMING

A The type of groomingtool dependson the dogscoat Brushingand groomingshould be an enjoyableexperience,
therefore gentlecombingandbrushingare a naturalextensionof pettingandstroking Your dog shouldreceivegradual,
positiveconditioningwith a calmvoiceandverbalpraisewhile the dogis beinggroomedandexaminedif your dogfears
this type of handlingor becomesuncertainwhen its ears or feet are touched,spendtime allowingit to associate
groomingandhumantouch with a happyexperience(suchasvocalpraiseor treats) whenit givesthe slightestpositive
response

A Pleasantlailyhandlingandgroomingwill help you recognizephysicaproblemsearlyon,andyour it is not necessaryor
the dog to hold a specific position during the examinationand you may talk to the dog, praise it and give
encouragementhroughout

A Somedogswill wiggleor squirmwhen they are excited Somesquirmingis acceptablehowever,this shouldnot be so
excessivehat the dog cannotbe brushed The dogshouldnot struggle(pull awaywith intensity)to avoidthe brushing

A The Evaluatormay give specificinstructionsfor handlingthe dog in a mannerthat ensuressafety For examplewhen
the feet are to be handledthe Evaluatormayrequestthat the eachleg be lifted. The Evaluatormay requestthat the
dogsheadis steadyfor checkinghe ears

A Any dogrequiringrestrainingso it canbe examinedshouldnot passthe test. The key questionfor thistestis,0 C 0 @ |
veterinarianor groomer easilyexaminemyd o gt @ouldvery well saveyour dogslife.




TEST ITEM #4
WALKING ON A LOOSE LEASH 0 OUT FOR A WALK

A Thistest demonstrateghat the handleris in control of the dog

A The dog may be on either side of the handler,whichever the
handlerprefers

A There mustbe a left turn, a right turn andan aboutturn, with at
leastone stop in betweenandat the end

A The dogneednot be perfectlyalignedwith the handlerandneed

not sit whenthe handlerstops

Pleasenote:
The left-side position is required in all

AKC competitive obedience events.




TRAINING TIP:
r WALKING ON A LOOSE LEASH

A You cantrain for this exerciseby allowingyour dog slackin the leashasyou beginto move If your
dogbegingto pull,stop andstandstill until the dog stopspullingthen proceed Don't move forward
aslongasthe dogis pulling Remembelto praisethe dogwhenit is not pulling You canalsoteach
this exerciseby showingyour dog a treat or toy to encouragat to move with you asyou beginto
walk With treat in handwalk with your treat at your sidehip levelso that the dog smellsit.

AIf you have chosento use food rewards, you can hold the food as you walk with your dog
Periodicallygivethe doga smallbit of food andlavishpraisefor watchingandwalkingalongwith you
nicely

A Anticipationof food or playmotivatesthe dogto stayin the proper place Remembetto praiseyour
dog with this method alsa With consistencyand plenty of praiseand attention,your dog will learn
to movehappilyin the desiredpositionandtoys andtreats canbe eliminated

A The handlermaytalk to the dog and encourageor praisethe dog throughout the test. The dog
shouldnot be strainingat the leashor showshynes$y walkingbehindthe owner/handler




TRAINING TIP:
WALKING ON A LOOSE LEASH (CONTINUED)

The dog'sposition shouldleaveno doubt that the dogis attentiveto the handlerandis respondingo the
handler'smovementsandchange®f direction. The dogneednot be perfectlyalignedwith the handlerand
need not sit when the handler stops The evaluatormay use a pre-plotted course or may direct the
handler/dogteam by issuinginstructionsor commandslin either casethere must be a left turn, right
turn, and an about turn, with at least one stop in between and one at the end. The handlermaytalk
to the dogalongthe wayto praiseor commandit in a normaltone of voice The handlermayalsosit the
dog at the halt,if desired In order to seeyour movementsandrespondto them,your dog'sheadneeds

to be fairly closeto your side Manyuntraineddogswill tend to pull aheadmakinga simplewalk an

unpleasantask Your dog canlearnto moveon alooseleashandassoonasit does,you will find that you

aretakingit everywherewith you becauseyour caninecompanions rewardingto be with.




TEST ITEM#5
WALKING THROUGH A CROWD

A This test demonstratesthat the dog can move about
politely in pedestriantraffic andis under control in public
places

A The dog and handler walk around and pass close to
severalpeople (at leastthree). The dog may show some
Interest in the strangersbut shouldcontinueto walk with
the handlerwithout evidenceof overexuberanceshyness
or resentment The dog should not be trying to hide
behindthe handler

A The handlermaytalk to the dog and encourageor praise
the dog throughout the test. The dog shouldnot jump on
peoplein the crowd or strainon the leash

A Remembetthat you will haveto fadeout the food rewards
andtoys beforetakingthe CGCTest




TRAINING TIP:
WALKING THROUGH A CROWD

Becauseyou havealreadypracticedwalkingwith a leashin your neighborhoodyour dog is probably
usedto encounteringpeople If, however,there is no one around,go to a public placeor to a public
park With anexcitabledog,try to work upto closeencountersgraduallyuntil your dogis comfortable
and controllable For examplechoosea quiet weekdayeveningfor a walk before you choosea busy
weekend If your dogtries to goto andjump on a passeiby,you cangivea quicktug on the collar as

you givethe command'heel" or some similarcommandthat means;,'let's walk" Praisethe dog for

payingattentionto you. Startthis exerciseby walkingyour dogwith peopleat a distanceandgraduall

movethe dogcloserto the people If you havechosento usefood rewards,you canhold the food as
you walk with your dog Periodicallygivethe doga smallbit of food andlavishpraisefor watchingyou

andwalkingalongnicely




TRAINING TIP:
WALKING THROUGH A CROWD (CONTINUED)

Thistest simulatesettingssuchasbusysidewalksor walkingthrougha crowd at a publiceventor dog show

A Someof the membersof the crowd maybe standinggtill; howeversomecrowd membersshouldbe moving
aroundquietlyconversinghot engagingvith the dog

A In this test, the dog mayshow someinterestin the strangersbut shouldcontinueto walk with the handler,
without evidenceof over exuberanceshynes®r resentment

A The dog mayshowmild interestin membersof the crowd. The dogmaysniffa personin the crowd briefly
but mustmoveon promptly.

A The dogmaynot jumpon peoplein the crowd or attemptto goto them
A The dogshouldnot betryingto hide behindthe handler
A The dogshouldnot be strainingat the leash

If the CGC is beinggivenfor therapydog certification (whichis not an AKC activity),most nationaltherapydog groups
require that at leastone personin the crowd use some healthcare equipmentsuchaswalkers,caneswheelchairsetc.
There may be one dog in the crowd, but the dog must be on leashwell manneredand not attempt to initiate contact
with dogsthat are beingtested




TEST ITEM# 6
SIT AND DOWN ON COMMAND /STAY IN PLACE

A Thistest demonstrateshat the doghastrainingandwill respondto theh a n d
commandsto sit and down, and will remain in the place commandedby the
handler The dog needsto 1) sit on command 2) down on command 3)
then, stay in a sit or down.

A For the Stayin Placetest, the handlermay chooseto leavethe dog in a sit or
down positionThe test maylook like this:

A Showme your dog can sit on command. Great!

A Now show me your dog will go down on command. Great!

A Now i ttithe for the stay and you may choosethe position, sit or down,
A leave your dog and walk out to the end of this line.

A Prior to this test,the d o de@shis removedandreplacedwith a 20-t. line (or a
15-t. line attachedto the d o deash)The handlermaytake a reasonablemount
of time and use more than one commandto makethe dog sit and then down.
The Evaluator must determine if the dog has respondedto the h a n d
commandsThe handlermay not use excessivdorce to put the doginto either
position,but maytouch the dogto offer gentleguidance




TRAINING TIP:
STAY IN PLACE

A With your dogat your side,commandit to sit or down. Onceit isin position,you are readyto givea
0 S t c@mndand

A Lower your handpalmtoward the d o da@iesasasignato stayasyou saythe word, 0 s t. Bhgn@ivot
So you are standingdirectly in front of the dog (almosttoe to toe) Remainthere for only a few
secondsthenreturn to the dog'ssideand praisethe dog If the dog breaksthe stayput the dogin
placeand givethe reminderto 0 s t. i yoware usingfood rewards, givethe treat assoon asyou
return to positionby the dogsside

A As soon asyour dogis reliableon this short staywith you closeto the dog,start addingtime to the
stay,andthen bring in somedistractions When your dog is steadyfor a minute of so,you canbegin
movinga little further awayin eachtrainingsession

A Keep your dog on a leashuntil it is absolutelyreliable and can be walked around on leashwithout
gettingup. Inthe beginninkeeptime to a minimum(30 seconds)andthen lengthenthe time asyour
dogbecomeamore confident Lots of calmpraisedor stayingn place




TEST ITEM# 7
COMING WHEN CALLED

A This test demonstrateshat the dog will come when calledby the handler
With the dogstill on the 20-ft. line from test item #6.

A The handler will walk 10 feet from the dog, turn to face the dog, and wil
call the dog.The handler may use body language and encouragement
calling the dog. The handler can bend down to call the dog, pat his or h
legs, and make encouraging sounds

A Handlers may tell the dog to 0 st ary@w a i(or @nother similar
command)or they may simplywalk away The dog may be left in the sit,
down, or standingposition If a dog attemptsto follow the handler,the
Evaluatormay distract the dog (e.g, petting) until the handleris 10 feet
awayThis exercisedoesnot test 0 s t;thiy exercisetestswhether or not
the dogwill comewhencalled

A The test is completewhen the dog comesto the handlerandthe handler
attacheshe d o gwrsleash

A ADogswho attemptto follow the handlermaypassthe test The Evaluator
shoulddistractthe dog The test beginsvhenthe handlercallsthe dog




TRAINING TIP:
| COMING WHEN CALLED

A This test item will only be successfulvhen you havea securesit/down stay Refreshtrainingtip for
TESTITEM#6.

A To beginteachingyour dogto come,put onyourd o deash

A The dogis left for the stayin a sit or down. Insurethat the dogis in a staybefore leavinghe dogsside
reaffirm with a 0 s b aMalk awayfrom your dog with confidenced o nstop or look over your
shoulder and go out 6 feet, turn and stand and in front of your dog and call your d o gnarse
enthusiastically

A You maycallmore then once,(two or three attempts)but if manyrepeatedprompts are required,the
dogshouldnot pass

A Once your dog comesto you when calledtake the dogsleashand givethe dog plenty of praise pats,
hugsor afood reward.

A During trainingif your dog breaksit stayasyou leave shorten up the time andthe lengthof distance
betweenyou and your dog Build up the time asthe dog getsmore confident Separatioranxietyis
often why a dog breaksits down. Confidenceasyourd o gowner playsakeyroll in your training




TEST ITEM #8
REACTIONTO ANOTHER DOG

A This test demonstratesthat the dog can behave politely around other dogs Two
handlersand their dogs approacheachother from a distanceof about 15 feet, stop,
shakehandsandexchangeleasantriesandcontinueon.

A The dog shouldshow no more than a casuainterest in the distraction dog If the dog
attemptsto goto or jumpon the distractiondog,it shouldnot passthe test.

A The dog maymove slightlytoward the other dog/handlerthen stop. The dog must stay
backfrom the other dog/handler

A The dog can stretch its neck and sniff without moving forward to the other
dog/handler

A When the handlersstop to shakehandsthe dog does not haveto sit. It can remain
standingoesidethe handlerIf the dogremainsstandingit shouldnot crossover in front
of the handlerto go to the other dog The conversationbetweenthe handlerscanbe
brief,0 Hgoodto seeyou againGive me a callsometimed

A As the handlerleavesijf the dog turns around and beginspulling asif to follow the
other dog/handlerthe dogshouldnot passthe test.

A If the distraction dog causesa disruption,the dog can be tested againwith a more
appropriate distraction dog The distraction dog should have been observed or
evaluatedbeforethe testto ensurethat it isreliable




TRAINING TIP:
REACTIONTO ANOTHER DOG

A To begineverytime you seea dog and handlerwalking, stop andreinforcea ® s t @mmandin either a sit or down
positionasthey passoy.

A Praiseyour dogfor stayingin position,0 g o ® td a Bvéntuallyyour dogwill be ableto move aroundand move toward
the other dogandremainunder control.

A If are trainingwith food you cangiveyour dogatreat for payingattentionto you,0 g owatthme andod g o stagh

A Lengtherthe time for your staysandwatch me. The time shouldbe aboutaslongaspleasantriesire exchangedy the
handlers

A Practicethis exerciseuntil you dog reactsreliablyto canineencounters It shouldshow no more than mild interestin
the approachinglogandhandlerso you canstop,shakehandsandgo your own way

A The test demonstrateghat the dog canbehavepolitely aroundother dogs Two handlersandtheir dogsapproacheach
other from a distanceof about 15 feet,stop,shakehandsandexchangeleasantriegndcontinueon. When the handlers
stop to shakehandsthe dogdoesnot haveto sit. It canremainstandingoesidethe handlerlf the dog remainsstanding,
it shouldnot crossover in front of the handlerto goto the other dog

A The conversatiorbetweenthe handlerscanbe brief, 6 Hgoodto seeyou againGive me a callsometime)

A Leavethe exchangewith a step forward anda 0 | egtod&sd continueto walk Within reasonabledistancestop and
praisethe dogwith verbalpraiseor play
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TEST ITEM# 9
REACTION TO DISTRACTIONS

A Thistest demonstrateshat the dog is confidentat all times
when faced with common distracting situations The
evaluatorwill selectandpresenttwo distractions

A Examplef distractionsinclude dropping a chair,rolling a
crate dolly pastthe dog,havinga joggerrun in front of the
dog,or droppingacrutch or cane

A The dog may expressnatural interest and curiosity and/or
may appearslightlystartled but shouldnot panic try to run
awayshowaggressiveness, bark

A The handlermaytalk to the dog andencourageor praiseit
throughoutthe exercise




TRAINING TIP:
REACTION TO DISTRACTIONS

A Distractions should be very slight at the beginningof training and graduallyincreasein degree of
challengeAs with trainingmotivators the nature of distractionsshoulddependon the individualdog

A Build distraction resistanceone factor at a time in the early training stagesas your dog getsbetter at
ignoringtemptation he'llbe readyfor multivariabledistractions

A If your dog showsfear of unusuabbject,soundsor movementsyou shouldhelpit by briefly exposingt
to thesesthingsin an nonthreateningenvironment preferablyat a comfortabledistance Praisetreats,
toys and playful interaction may eventuallyhelp the dog associatewhat was once frighteningwith
positiveexperience

A Soundsensitivedogsmay causethe dogto panic but a heavybook dropped 6 feet infront of the same
dog may not evenbe noticed Graduallymovingthe book closer,to the side of the dog and finally,
behindits backwill desensitizéhe dogin a positiveway

A If your dog showsaggressiorbehaviorssuch as lungingat distractionsand trying to bite it, the same
techniquesmay be applied by exposingthe dog graduallyand distancethe things that triggers it
aggressionlf your dogis aggressivgou shouldbe working with anexperiencednstructor.




TEST ITEM# 10
SUPERVISED SEPARATION

Thistest demonstrateghat a dog canbe left with atrusted

person, if necessaryand will maintaintraining and good
manners

Evaluatorsare encouragedo say somethinglike, "Would
you like me to watch your dog?"andthen take hold of the
dog'sleashThe owner will go out of sightfor three minutes

The dog does not haveto stayin position but should not
continually bark, whine, or pace unnecessarilypr show
anythingstrongerthanmild agitationor nervousness

Evaluatorsmay talk to the dog but should not engagein

excessivetalking, petting, or managementattempts (e.g,
"there,there,it's alright")




TRAINING TIP:
SUPERVISED SEPARATION -

A To prepareyour dog by goingout of sightfor a few secondsasyou practicedistanceon your 0 s t
command You cango into anotherroom, walk behinda tree or aroundthe corner of a building If
you d o nhavea helper,usea light 15 foot line and hold onto it, you will know if your dog moves,
evenif youc a mseeit. If your dogbreaksthe stay, go backandrepositionthe dogby sayingp s b
D o ngbtoo far awayor too fastor your dogwill not be successful

A The easiestayto train this exerciseis to havea helpwho holdsthe d o dedshwile you go out of
sight You will graduallylengthenthe time you leavethe dog Beforelong,you dog will learnto be
briefly separatedrom you andto staywith apersonyour dogtrusts.

A When returning to your dog,approachthe dog in a calm mannerand speakto the dogin a calm

voice with a 0 G o0 ®teyd Over excitementas you return to your dog will reinforce separation
anxiety

A Trainin 15 minuteintervalsthroughoutthe daywith lots of praisefreats andpatience




| AKC PET PROMISE ||

| understandthat to truly be a CanineGood  Citizen,my dog needsa responsibleowner. | agreeto maintainmy R 2 =h@gdth, safety,
andquality of life. Byparticipatingin the CanineGoodCitizentest, | agreethat:

| will be responsiblefor my R 2 =h€sdth needs Theseinclude:

wroutine veterinarycareincludingcheckupsandvaccines

wadequatenutrition through proper diet; cleanwater at all times

wdailyexerciseandregularbathingandgrooming

| will be responsiblefor my R 2 F&lety.

wl will properly control my dog by providingfencingwhere appropriate,not letting my dogrun loose,and usinga leashin public.
wl will ensurethat my doghassomeform of identification(whichmayincludecollartags,tattoos, or microchiplD).

| will not allow my dog to infringe on the rights of others.

wl will not allow my dogto run loosein the neighborhood

wl will not allowmy dogto be a nuisanceo othersby barkingwhile in the yard,in a hotel room, etc.

wl will pickup andproperlydisposeof my R 2 3w@siein all publicareassuchason the groundsof hotels,on sidewalks parks,etc.
wl will pickup andproperly disposeof myR 2 Iv@siein wildernessareas,on hikingtrails, campgroundsindin off-leashparks

| will be responsiblefor my R 2 @ity of life.

wl understandthat basictrainingis beneficialto all dogs

wl will givemy dog attention and playtime

wl understandthat owninga dogisacommitmentin time andcaring

h ¢ y SSighsiure




| WHERE TO GO FROM HERE! |

A Get involvedwith .Not only do they offer invaluablegesourcesandtrainingclassesy o unieét
new peoplewith similarinterestswho are more thanwilingto sharetheir knowledgeandlenda hand

A Find the Right Sport

A There are manycaninesportsto choosefrom,andmanypeopleparticipatein more thanone. Butwheny o u jéist
startingout, it canbe hard to decidewhich one to try first. Start by assessingour d o gappearancehealthand
temperament

A Think your dogis quite alooker anda perfectexampleof hisbreed?ry showingyour dogin

A 1s he highlyenergeticDoes he enjoyrunningandrespondingo instruction?f so, couldbe a greatfit.
A Hasyour dogmasteredbasiccommandssuchassit, stayandheelandseemseagerto learnmore?Try

A Doesyour doglike doingobediencenork in alow stressenvironmentMaveyou nevercompetedbefore?

Is agreatplaceto start.

A Doesyour doghaveaninstinctto chase®s he speedyTry trainingfor the

A Will your dogfollow ascentno matter where it maylead?oes he work well independentlyPry



https://webapps.akc.org/club-search/#/
http://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/
http://www.akc.org/sports/agility/
http://www.akc.org/sports/obedience/
http://www.akc.org/sports/rally/
http://www.akc.org/sports/coursing/coursing-ability-test/
http://www.akc.org/events/tracking/

WHERE TO GO FROM HERE!

CONTINUED

A 1syour dogascentsleuth?Tanhe find hisfood or toys by smellalone?Try
A Think your doghasa naturalinstinctfor herdinglivestock¥esthere is a sport for that too:

A Do you havea smallTerrier or Dachshund®avethe verminin your yard met their match? might
be for you.

A 1s your dog a sighthound¥AfghanHounds,BasenjisBorzois, Greyhounds |bizan Hounds, Irish Wolfhounds,
ItalianGreyhoundsPharaohHounds RhodesiarRidgebackSalukisScottishDeerhoundsandWhippets)?Does
he turn into an Energizerbunnywhen somethingsmallmovesfaston the ground? may be his
speed

A 1syour doga PointingBreed,SpanielRetrieveror Hound?Explorethe rich tradition of

A 1f you havea Coonhound,you probablyknow it. Does he run whenevergiventhe chance?s he an explorer?
Doeshe havehighburstsof energyandthen crashesFinda nearyou.



http://www.akc.org/sports/akc-scent-work/
http://www.akc.org/events/herding/
http://www.akc.org/sports/earthdog/
http://www.akc.org/sports/coursing/lure-coursing/
http://www.akc.org/sports/beginners-guide-performance-sports/
http://www.akc.org/sports/coonhound/

TO COMPETE IN AKC EVENTS

A Generallyspeakingto competein an AKC sport or event,your dog must havean AKC number via one of the
following

A 0 Thisnumberis providedto a dogowner viaaregistrationcertificatereceivedfrom the
previousowner,or viaa puppyregistrationpapergivento the new owner by the breeder

A d If adogis purebredbut an AKC RegistrationNumber is not possiblepwners
canapplyfor PALnumber

A d Thisnumberis givento either mixedbreeddogsor a purebred

A d This number is used for breeds whose status is currently in the
foundationabktageof beingrecordedinto our registryandrequiresacopyof thed o gpédgree

A In addition
A The dogmustbe physicallysoundandup-to-date on allinoculationsandhealthcheckups

A Spayedemalesandneuteredmalesare eligibleto participate(exceptin Conformation)

A Femalesnaynot be allowedto participatewhile in seasondependingn the sport.

A However, eachsport hasits own > S0 be sure to familiarizeyourself before beginninga new
world of funandcompanionshipvith your dog



http://www.akc.org/register/
http://www.akc.org/register/purebred-alternative-listing/
http://www.akc.org/dog-owners/canine-partners/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/foundation-stock-service/
http://www.akc.org/rules/

Thank you to the membership and evaluators of the Spokane Dog Training Club. This publication was compiled for the
purpose as a guide and training tips for the completion of the American Kennel Clubs Canine Good Citizen test. The

Spokane Dog Training Club, membership and evaluators strive to ensure that as a member of the American Kennel
Club (AKC) we follow the AKC’s mission as follows:

The American Kennel Club is dedicated to upholding the integrity of its Registry, promoting the sport of purebred dogs
and breeding for type and function. Founded in 1884, the AKC® and its affiliated organizations advocate for the
purebred dog as a family companion, advance canine health and well-being, work to protect the rights of all dog owners
and promote responsible dog ownership.

Objective
e Advance the study, breeding, exhibiting, running and maintenance of purebred dogs.
Core Values

* We love purebred dogs.

* We are committed to advancing the sport of the purebred dog.

* We are dedicated to maintaining the integrity of our Registry.

*  We protect the health and well-being of all dogs.

* We cherish dogs as companions.

* We are committed to the interests of dog owners.

e We uphold high standards for the administration and operation of the AKC.
* We recognize the critical importance of our clubs and volunteers.







